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| A Few Sober QUERIES upm the late ÞRO- 
CLAMATION, For enforcing the Laws 
azainſk CONVENTICLES, &c. 


Query I. 


Hether it was agreeable to the Wiſdom of a Parliament, 
to Petition the Kings Majeſty, to iflue forth a Procl«- 
mation to diſcourage and punith a great part of his Ma- 
jeities faithful SubzeRs, 1n ſuch a day as this is, when 

Trading is very low, Money ſcarce, the Nation very Poor, its Im- 
perial City lying in the Duſt, and moſt of the People of the Nati- 

- on expeing Liberty of Conſcience as a Soveraign Remedy for all 

theſe Diſeaſes ? 

Query IT, Whether it had not bzen more pleaſing to God, 
and to the generality of this Nation, more for the honour of the 
King and Parliament, more agreeable to right Policy, and more 
for the Good and Proſperity of the whole Nation, for the Par/ia- 
»1ent to have Petitioned the Kizg, to make good Hu Declaration 
from Breda, and to grant his faithtul Subjects Liberty to Worſhip God 
according to their Conſciences 2 

Omery 111, Whether it was agreeable to true Wiſdom and Po- 
licy, to paſs ſuch a Vote, ſo ſuddenly, before thz Houſe was full, 
without any con(ideration, or conſiderable Debate, about the Con= 
ſequences of it ; and afterwards to repeat the ſame Vote (notwith- 
ſtanding that it as oppoſed by Eminent Perſons with Unanſiwer- 
able Reaſons ) upon uncertain Reports of ſome tumultuous Meet- 
ings of the Nonconformiſts, without examining whether the Reports 
weretrue or no; and when thoſe Reports were malitiouſly ſent to 
the Houſe, and would upon a thorow examination have app-ared 
very falle : for thoſe People are, and have been very careful not to 
abuſe the favour they received ; and the Body of the Nation knoiv's 
th{s1s ſo? 
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Query 1/7, Wrether if ſome perſons had been tutultuors in 


their Meetings (as it was reported) it Was fit,or agreeable to rules 
of Prudence, to puniſh the whole party for 1t, whe: the particulas 
Offenders might have been puniſhed ; and whereas it micht have 
been more rationally concluded, that thoſe tumults were made b 
ſome perſons that only pretended to be of that party, or that were 
inktigated to it, by ſome, on pnrpole to hinder the hoped for In- 
Culzcnce ? 

Our I, Whether the paſſing of ſuch a Vote, and the making 
of {uct a Petition to the King, upon 2 few Letters from particular 
perſons, and ſcme fying Reports of the miſcarriages of ſome Non- 
croformilts, nas not more unbecoming the Wiſdom of a Parliament, 
tan the proceecinoes of the Long Parliament againit the Biſhops, 
Waich was Cone upon Petitions from malt Counties in Eygland,and 
the general co:mDlaint of ihe Nation ? 

Query 11, Whether it vas agreeable to tans Wiſdom and Policy 
of a Pailianent, topaiſs & Vote to b.ing in a Bill for reneiving 
65 :þ2 Act 224ink Conventicles, for thice years longer, at a time 
en tie Eyuſe was encaved in another great Aﬀair, and had a1- 
PO ntec 2 Cav for Debating ( accoraing tothe Kines dehre in his 
Speech) wanat way vas left for uniting the Kings Proteſtant Subjetts ? 
Anc vnerees Lo never left foliowing iheNaticn with ſome ſevere 
T:.coments fone that Law was filt made, until the execution cf 
* wa$12!2at2c - cath not the Nation (ufhciently felt the evil Cone 
\224ences cf 77:2. vip the ntiher Laws agiinſt Noxconfurmajts ? for 
=22r Publicx [\:a:men's have W- Deen under, ever fince lome of 
ener, Were (2. GL > S-all we forget tne Plague, Fire, and late War ? | 
Vat necar of Trace hath there been in the Nation 2 what Dil- 
ntents in ment mincs * what Want-of Money ? and how have 
:n:ie I awe deen mace vſect by cruel maliticus men,to wine theiz 
ct 2rd praceabie Neighbours! And have we not ſeen that 
wier theſe Laws were tetr unexecuteo, Trade revived. and mens 
Ir 4were moe ſatiefhed? And 18 it agreeable to tiue Policy, 
when we h2ve felt the fad eFectsof a Lav, to revive it again, and 
te 27 60 V2 CLAD EXuRT Dobetter Conſectences of it then we had 
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den the hearts of moſt of the Kings faithful Subjects, and diſcoue- 
rage them 1n their Callings and Tradings, ſo that their Diſcourſe 
is of T ranſplantins themſelves, calling in their Debts, putting off 
their Stocks, contracting their Trades ; and whether this will not 
have a deſtructive influence upon the Trade of the whole Nztion ? 
Onery VI1T, Waetaer the Perions againtt whom this preſent 
Severity is to be exerciſed, and the Lavs executed,are not ſuch as 
deſerve their Liberty, and to be favoured in what they differ from 
the publick Profeſiion, being in their Principles loyal, in their 
Lives ſober and induſtrious, in number very great multitudes of all 
ſorts, many of them of great Learning and Abilities, fit for Counſel 
and the managing of oreat Attairs; of oreat Reputation at home,and 
in forreign Nations ; ; of great Relations and Interett 1n the Nati- 
on: of great Courage and Conduct,and able todo the Nation 2c2at 
ſervice; men ſpread abroadin all varts of tne Land, cf all Tal- 
lings ind T rades, indultriouſly contributing to the Publick: 2000, 


and dearino a very great part of tne Taxes, Burdens, and Trade « of 


the Nation ; Perſons that are earnelt with God for the Proiperity 
of England, and that Tourned and prayed under all its CIOS - 
/ach as have,and are ready to give ſufacient ſecurity f £0! Let -peace- 
able living under the preſnt Civil Government ; {ich as are as 
290d SubjeRs, and have 2g good an Intereft in tac Soy.e a8 any 
Expliſhmes whatever ; ſuch as have been great {ſufferers in tae late 
Judgements that befel the Nation, and allied the Nation in all 
':ts Pablick Concerns, With their Perſons and Eltates, and have 
Jeen ray to bear ail Publick Charges, Taxes, cr Burdens; and 
Have in all their Sufferings quietly : cudmitred to tne Penalties or 
the Law,and not in the lzalt endeavoured to d2liver themſzives >y 
any indirect means, notwithkanding they have nct 5>22n Chad 
they net been:conſcientious perſons) ivithout opportunities to aL 
<Fomething that way, Are e166 not many 0f tiem taat Were 2rea: 
Inftruments in relioting the Kung to his Crown, and multitudes 
that were never concerned 1a the late Civil i, and all of 122m Ts 
ſuch as have cartied tkemielves Quietly and peaceadly tince bs 
Majelties Reltauration, notvitt. itandin? the Scat QUCOUragments 
and oppreſii>ns that tkey nave hen vndet ? 
Query [XN, Whether it flancs With the Interet cf ch; Nation, 
co perſecute ani dettroy ticie that are tte Vi0teitants, and tta7 
v2 


£83 

own the ſame Religion, and Faith (for the ſubltance of it) with 
all other Proteſtants in the Nation, and ate ready to maintain the 
truth of the Proteſtant Religion againit all gain-ſayers, and have 
written effetually to that purpoſe, and Wioſe Intereſt it is to have 
that Religion preſerved and protected ; and who diffter from the 
Publick Profeil:on of the Nation, 1n that only which they in their 
Conſciences think /i-f#/, and thole 1n Power think [ndiffergyt ? 

Onery X, Whethei theie People conceined in the preſent ſe. 
verity, arc not for their Number, their Principles and Loyalty, 
their Parts and Wiſdom, their Riches and Intetrett, thei: Condut 
and Reputation, their Induſtry and manner of Living, as capable 
£0 make the Nation proſperous, and to ſerve the Kirg, if they were 
favoured, as thoſe that are encouraged by him ? 

Query X[. Whether for Magiltrates with external force and 
penalties to purſue, punith or deſtroy their Sudjects, of the ſame 
Religion With themſelves, inthe ſubſtance of it, becauſe they dif- 
fer from them in ſome Obſervances about it, be not contrary to 
Chriſtianity and Prudence? The Scripture, that's the Rule of 
Chriſtianity, hath not one nittle to countenance ſuch a pfactice, 
but on the 'contraty, there are many commands, exhortations, and 
examples for Liberty, Moderaticn, and mutual Forbearance in 
ſ:ch things : neither was there any ſuch practice as this known for 
the firſt 300 years,neither did Chiitian Emperours practiſe it be- 
fore Antichrilt began to vet to his Poiver : And it hath been lately 
evidently proved, ( both by Scripture and Reaſon) T hat no Prince 
or State, ought by force to compel men,to any part of the Doltrine,Wore 
(1p or Diſcipline 6} the Goſpel. Prudence directs us to a quite contia- 
ry practice, to do nothing to diſturb and defiroy men that are re- 
dy to contribute their utmoſt aſſittance for Publick good; to diſlatii- 
fie the minds of the generality of the Nation, to diſcourage them 
in their Callings ; to drive them to tranſplant themſelves, and to 
remove their Stocks to other Nations, and ſo contequently to 1m- 
poveiith the Land : And all this for not agreeing in Opinion with 
others, about ſuch things Wherein the peace and welfare of the Na- 
£10n 1snot concerned? 

Ouery X11, Whether it is not Gods Prerogative to Rule the 
. Coniciences of men, an that 1t1s danzerous for any man, or com- 

pany of men, to Ic14 1t ovsr tne Coniciences of uthers, to impoſe 
aly 


EE] 


any thing upon them in the Worſhip of God, or to force them to 
any thing a2ainkt their Conſciences? And whether 1 Men 10 1:mpoe 
ſing things upon others Coniciences, do not make them(ieives In- 
falible, and ſer themſelves in the place of God, and {o bring down 
taevitable J1dgements upon their ovn heads ? 

Onery XIII. Wheth-rithad not been more becoming the wiſ- 
dom of Ae Magiſtcate, to uſe means to inform his Subjects i 1n the 
matters in queſtion, and ſo deal with them like rational Creatures, 
not to perſecute them With force and corporal Punithments, and 
ſo deal with them like Beaſts ? 

Query XIV, Whether 1t had not been more pleafino to God, 
more tor the ſatisfation and good of the Nation, more for the hoe 
nour of Kin2 and Parliament, for the Parliament to have Petiticn- 
ed the King t to put all the Penal Laws in execution againlt common 
Drunkards, Swearers, Whoremongers, ©. and to have paſt a Vote, 
T hat no common Swearer, Drankard, Whoremafter, nor Ignorant or 
Scandalow perſon, ſhould have any place of Preferment in the Church ; 
and then 1 believe there had been many Pariſhes, if not Biſhop- 
pricks, freed from their preſent Incumbants, 

©uery XV, Whether there are ſo many able Preachers ſetled 
in the Nation, as that it 15 fit to exclude ſo many hundreds of adle 
Preachers, dedicated to that work ? and whether mens Souls do not 
tarve in many parts of th2 Nation, for Want of Spiritual food ? 

Ouery AVT, Whether the Effects of Perſecution in all Nati- 
ons, Where it hati been practiſed, have not been ſad ? hath it not 
brought doivn Judgments upon thoſe Nations, and proved for tae 
certain impovetiihing of them,and hath it not been ſa in England ? 
And on the contrary, How proſperovs have thoſe Nations been 
chat have granted Liberts of Conſcience ? 

Onery XV1l, Whether | it is nota great wrong to a State-Re- 
ligion, to diſcover that 1t cannot be ſupported but by Perſecution ? 

and whether it is not cne great Reaſon iviy Popery 18 [0 generally 
nated in Ezg/axd,becauſe of the Butcheries they have made among 
innocent men, and that it is their Principle to perſecute and de- 
Aroy all that ditter from them ;for though Intere!t and malic < may 
blind ſome, yet zenerally E:g!; "men hate ſuc2 kind of proceedings 
and the Actors of them ? | 

Qzery XAV11T, Whether Moderation in a P:ince 1s not that 
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that endears him to Eng, Þ Subjects? and whether our Clergy do 
not exceedingly wrong the King and Parliament, by provoking 
trem to perſecute People that hve quietly and peaceably, and 
to do that that 18 diiconſonant to tne mindes of Erpliſhmes in v2- 
neral ? 

Qnerz XIN, Whether the Nations are not ſo filled with ex- 

:ctation of Liberty, that whatever is done,if this be not, they will 
be diflatisfied ? and whether it all the Votes of the People of Erg- 
[and were taken, there would not be a greater number by much tor 
Liberty, than there would bz againit it ? 

Onery XX, Whether the Nonto: ;formiſts are not dealt with about 

hen Liberty, a5 the Chrijtiazs were by the Heathers of old, Condemn- 
4 before they are Herd, of their Argumen!s anſwered? and wv hether 
the common Way of orocecding a2ainlt them, 15 not to call them, 
Rogues, Traytors, Schiſmaticks, Fan. wticks; never conhdering that 
they are Expli een, that have as 200d Intereſt in the ſoil as them- 
ſelves, and 8s capable and ready to do the Nation ſervice ; nor ne- 
ver anſvering the Arguments th2y bring fol therr Opinions, nor 
fo: encur Liberty ? 

Q4:ry XX, Whetner if the Mag #trate mult force men in things 
pertaining to the Worſhipof God,and unite them 1n their practice, 
It were not more agreeable to force thoſe that think the things they 
practiſe [«d:#ierent, to leave of the practiling of them,than to force 
thoſe that think them Sinfsl to practiſe them. 

Ouery XX!I. Whether the denying of People Liberty of Con- 


(4e9:ce, and the perſecuting of tzem for aifterent Opinions in mat- 


ters of Rel: oion, and for not practiſing contrary to _ Conf Cl- 


ences, Go not jaflifie t tne Pore, and Pepilh Prizces, in their Anti- 
Cal oat :Qtice, and encourage them 1n their rect 224108 
Wd; Protet tart Subjects ? 
Query XXII, Is it not inconfiftent wit iN garner practiſe 
2 711109 teverity towards the Members of the ſam? Society, for 
thin2s Viich neither themſelves, nor any bers are detrimented 
Oy ; 0P! Wren tne Giflent propoſed to be perſecuted, is uhavoice 
2bleunto them in whom it1$; whereas all Government hath a Te- 
inect 1n puniihtient,tso the Wills of the Off:ndetrs, and the Safety 
Gt orner. ? 
Over; X X1Y, Whether the Kings Preci/ams: ;o7, and tne Houte 
ot. 
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of Commons Yotes for Perſecmtion, do not exceedingly ratify their 
Enemies abroad, and at home ? There's no vreater Friend to cur 
neighbouring Nations than Perſecution and Kniformity in England, 
For thereby the Trade of the Nation comes amoneult them; tis 
molt indultrious Tradeſmen are criven to them, and muck of tr! 
Riches and Treaſure of the Nation, and abundance cf the molt r= 
ligent hands'in Exg/ard ; and fo conſequently the Nation 122k- 
ned and impoverithed. As to your Enemies at home, they kno 
there 1s nothing makes more for the ſettlement of the Government, 
the honour of tne Maviſtrates, and ſecurity of the Publick, than to 
orant Liverty of Conſcience, and therefore this ſeverity vleaſerh 
them. 

Query XXV, Whether the things for which theſe men are per- 
ſecuted and ruined, are not {o plauſible, that all unprejudiced Pl 
ſons will pitty them and joyn with them, ſeeing that they ſuffer for 
wcorſhipirg God according to his mind and thei Conſciences, as 

they have often declared "and proved, and becauſe they will not 
worſhip him in a Way contrary to his mind and their Contciences, 
and if they 01d not do the one, and leave the other undone, they 
ſhould fin agairit their Conſciences ? | 

Onery XXVI, Whether the Liberty defired, 15 not ſo rational 
a thing, that no unprejudiced perſons, that mand the 2cod of the 
Naton, can pretend a reaton Why it ſhauld de denied, ſeeing it1s 
dehred only tor Prot eſt, zts, ſich as own the ſame Religion, for tre 
ſubltance of it, with all other Proteſt ants | in the Nation ; | and ſeein? 
that all that are to have an Intere{tin it (hall give | ſufficient ſecuri- 
ty to the Civil Magiftrate for their peaceable | Iivinz under tre Ci- 
vil Government; and that they provide their places for Meetin? 
without any publick charge;and that their Meetings are to bz open, 
and under the inſpeRion. of the Magiftrate, and that any may hear 
What they preach : Their Preachers expect no publick preferment*, 
and they will be alwayes ady to g1ve an account for waat they 
ſpeak or do : What reaſon can there be to deny this Liberty? 

Os. XYV1I, Whether the EffeRs of this Liberty are likely to 
be ſo dan: 2erous that therefore it thouvld bz denied ? Some lay, 
That many wox'd xot go fo therr Parich Churches; What hurt can 
1518 de When they pay their Tythe to the Prieft of the Pariſh,and 22 

Wacte they of the Proteſtant Princivles go? Ochers tay, Zr cake 
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larcad the Non-conformifts Opinion, What tvirtcan there be in that, 
while it is thett opinions, and accordingly they teach men to be 
loyal ſubje&ts to the King of Heaven and Earth, and obedient to 
2/| lawful Magiſtrates on Ezith, to live to taz glory of God, the 
henefit ot the Publick, and their owvn 200d ? Others fear that the 
IVation wos'd {ee, that there was no necej]ity for the conformable e Mie 
»r(ers to bave fuch great Kevenues, This 18 no necefiary conſequence 
et Litri5, neither ould 1tin the [aft prejudice the Publick good 
t theur Revenues wete leſtened, tnat the Kings Majeſty might be 
2ble therewith to manage the Publick Aﬀairs of the Nation, with= 
out laying {ncb heavy Taxes upon his SubjeRs ; and the Clergy 
— ont {414 More time to follow their Studies, But would not Li. 
+13 of Congreence, 2ianted tothe Kings Proteſiant Swbjelts, ſatitfie 
ce mins of the generality of the Nation, unite them in their 


e in p 

{4241youre for Publkck ocod, 2B6COUTage them 1n their Trades, fil 
tie Nation ith the Knowledge of God, And is aot this the Way t@ 
22Vve God tc bleſs us? 


Qs. XXV111, Whether: the perſons gratificd by the ſeverity 


Caf 


' againitNonconformiſts are {o conſiderable,that the King and Parlia» 


ment ſhouid wave the Pablick good for their ſake ? For, except- 
ing tke Cletgy, Who efe therefor 1t Out perſons thet have particu» 
lac Intereſts, or are cerrying on ſeine particular Defhons, which 
they fear vi}! be prevented by Ziber:y; or (ome perſons that will 
2*! weve the!r Particular humoutrs for rhe Publicx cood, Are the 
Clergy {0 conttderabie, thet, to gratifie their humours, multitudes 
of E -glimin mult be perſecuted and ruined, who are faithfi:1 Sub- 
je&s, men indubtiious:tn their Calilings, contribnriog oreatiy in- 


w © 


their particularnlaces to the Publick gouu, Whereas the Clergy 
that arc £:a1hed by the threatned ſeverity, are perſons for the 
aneratity cf them, merfectly loſt in ther Reputation amoncR all 
:G1ts of Men, even inany that are really for Epiſcopacy ; perſong: 
TPich exemmne by their Ceiling end condition from ſervite the: 
Pub ick Intere:t of the Nation; perſons that, though they ace the 
Ifticators to (18 (everity, yet-cannot anſwer the Arguitentspro- 


Fl % 


peiedfer Liverty of Conſcience, not thoſe that the Nouconformits 


propole for therr Noncer formury.s and yetare this difingenuous te 
are to tavetnem perſecuted 22d ruined 2 perſons that for the 


AG part Exjvyed pixces before the Kings Reſtouretion, £04 yere 
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28 conformable to thoſe times as ta theſe; only many were kept 
off, as being ſcandalous in their Lives, or 1gnorant, and a very 
few went a\vay, as ticking to his Majelties Intereſt, thinking rh.ct 
the beſt and (urelt way to become Biſhops; perſons that do in no 
wiſe advantage the Crown, but get great Revenuzs from it ; per 
ſons that never cared to ivnat danger they breugnt th2 State, to 
preſerve their own Interett, but would rather ruine the Civil Ma- 
oi{tcate and Intereſt, than loſe any of their vaſt Power, Dignities 
and Preferments ; perſons, that though they pretend creat readi- 
neſs to ſubmit to and carry on his Majeſties Interelt, and the In- 
teicſt of the whole Nation , yet, whenever they conceive his 
Majeſtics Mind, with the Nations Intereſt, do thwart their patrti= 
cular Intereſt , who are more ready to oppoſe his Majeliy than 
they, a3 1s evident by their carriages of late ? Are they not alſs 
p2rions ore Hetrodox to the Church of England, for the molt part 
of thn, than the Nonconformſts > for, are they not Armni- 
ans, Pelagians, Socimans, and Eraſtians ? although they have large 
C-onſciences to thoſe Articles, ſome of which are quite contrary 
to their Principles, Whereas the Nonconformiſts differ in nothing 
from the 39 Articles of the Church of England, but in Ceremonies 
and Diſcipline. Behdes, the moſt ingentoug and learned among 
the Clergy themſelves, are really for Liberty of Conſcience, Con- 
{der the Premiſes, and then I hope you will in your V41ſdom con- 
clude, the perſons gratified by this ſeverity, not (co contiderable,as 
to ruine the Nation to humour them ? 

Qs. XXIX, Whether the Interelt of the Clergy is ſo conhide- 
rable as to (ave the Nation, if all that differ from them were de- 
ftroyed ? I ſuppoſe none will imagine. For I verily bzlieve had 
the King and Parliament thought of an A& to degrade the Biſhops, 
and to add their Land to the Crown, and ſend abte Preachers +- 
mong(lt the People, I ſuppoſe there had been Petitions ſent to the 
Magiltrates, to beg the furthering of it, from moſt Counties and 
Cities in Eng/azd, they are (o generally loſt in their Reputations 
amonel(t the generality of men. 

Os. XXX, Whether if the-Sup:cam Magiſtrates make ſinful 
Laws, the Interiour are free from guilt jn potting them in execu= 
tion ? Or, whether the Infertour 1n executing, are not as guilty ag 
the Superttour in making them? 

B 2 Os, 
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On, XX M7, Waeiner the Kin: and Parhament, would not do 


vell .c contider, how the Apoltle Par cried out(atter he was con- 
vertod) avainiioi rele, tor Perlecuting the Sainte,and continually 
211 or watos, preacied the Doctrine of Modoration and Liberty ? 

Q- VN. Wheiner the Fews and Heybens are not more 
+ ahlow Periecihne the Chriltians, than our Maviſtrates in 
Periec ting tt > Noncontormaſts; lecing that i "ime; nave had 
cre ot ts Light of the __ tan ever they tal 

Os. 1.14/77, Whetherit is not confiderable that our Neivh- 


Nie, the Pe:chmen. 10 not commonly call the \cGt avainit Cone 
- 4:72, mnen itfhilcame out, A Law againſt the ( hri(tias Relie 
, 40 were thereby the More enco. raved to hight withus, as 
Knowing Goo would | norproſper the undertakings ot thoſe ivho had 

e 2 Lev {o cihoncuoable to Himſelt, to deltructive to the 
CD21) arc [© perniticus to mott of the Sober People in the Na- 
NIXNSTVY, Waether the King and Pay/iame;it can mas LINE, 
£527 tine Peopie ecnctired 6 this Severity, will not rather lye in 
Pi on. 58 BaWHNGe, © Dye, than leave their Principles and P1a- 
es 7 anG if anv thou £1 _S [righted to a prefent complyance, whe- 
ev would ne cft with oreater tro:ble,and prove great- 
neTies tothe 7 '7.0n8 enforcing tie things aforeſaid ? 


< % _ 
Di XXX, Acne t22ie DIOoc eedin2s in pertecuting the 
Woo wm Foiignot a fe0y wav to fpread their Opinions > Will 
dV ice cus Prilyns make as many Proſelytes, as out of 


Popes. Trcl,  m:inicingt) Nature very Pittifu!; and Vhat comes 


- " 
tor $1548 4 $00, (erzeth upon them vith more OO? 
Wer XX EY 1 Wren r if you were e able to ltop the n:.2u! hes of 
ail yoo ore ers Nenggn or mm; ones Cr put them out of the way: as long 
ze vol letve men tte enjyvment of the Bible in their Mother- 


oro oor ethe linegty of their on Unc rttandinge, would there 


not New Norcorformi/ts cally ance; {o long as the Ditcipline and 


CO vern ent Cons Cry Uniting *$3*NONI1L1S 3 
* SEES 4 24. - . P 7 - — . %. 
Us INN, Woerter it all the Noxconformists 1n the Na 


= O10] Wether ene Natit n Den 2 COnTitign ty fare 
eta art ner le ie ceaſe CONCHICEU 1D Lhe Proclamation 2 
| and 


— 


v3 
and whether Publick Taxes can be paid, Offices h-rn, Public 
Pirdens under one, When (uch a 2rcat palt of the Pcoplz are ruined 
and made niclels? 

On, NXNIN, Whether the Severity tt he cxercited villnot 
rine thoutands that arg ( «ppg ? For donor ſome 7 moonfor - 
m1/ls keep hindreds of People at work that are ( ( onformable , and 
mult be rined with then hamities, if they loſe their Employ- 
ments; Which th:y are ſure t9 do, it the Severity be exerciſed _ 
ward thole that imploy them 2 

Ou. NL, Whether the prelent (2verity will not only diffaticfic 
the Nonconformiſts, b:t alſo gr-at numbers ot others in the Nation, 
their Friends and Relations, Netondonrs an! Dealers; who have 
Cound them j1/t and hon:{t in thei places and Callin9;; who can 
in no Wiſe be (atigh:d to (ce them nal d ty Priſen for no other 
Crime but vyorlniping Co! accoryo '1n” = { ener E: OACIENCES > 

O-:, XLI, Whether it 18 WER e to Prudence for a Mavi- 
ſtrate, that hath Subjects of itfering judozments, t1 reſolve ts 
have then of one mind ; or :l(z to inyn W:t2 cnc party, and to be 
the declared Enemy and Per:ecuror of all the ret, and { 6 put then 
all under Di content,and then unite them together in ſich diſcon- 
tent 2 Waiereas W2'e ey 12v _ they Tioht be prucently mane 
ave d to balianc? exch other; {9 become more ſafe und uſeful to 
a State, thin any united party aorta 

Os, XLII. Waether tne Nation, in c:ſpect of its concerns with 
Fort. 19n States, b{ 25/2 ts mLre fuck x creat part of 113 Per le, a8 
aſk like to be ruined by Urs Seventy? or whether 7e thall not t9 


wr our ſelv:$, 19 no! Ds able tn geen gun Leigue with Holland, 
r Dallance 4 A Fires of cu more potent Nei2abcur? 
"Oo XL1l Waeto 2r tn2 King 1 Parliament Dy the vreſent 


Seven: a & 25t gratifiie theic Encnies 50h abroad and ar nome ? 


and wherker thore can de 2 2rhacer Eneny 10 vor, or Friend toont 


Net,050urng Nations, 124 Prrfecuiia 2nd Unifarmi:y in Eng - 
lard; fax thereby the mh inde is 's Trade men are driven 0 


' ® = © ' ! ® 
them, and Much of rao Trexwure cf rhe nation, and aduntgance of the 
y— 


(b 
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molt ditivent 11953 'n F:*"ni (a5 former Perſecntions did abun- 

| 
FR ly mart) an3fo coffee iantly the Nation vegiened ano me 
Poverithed ?' And a8to0u; Every at home, ten how: THEres 
nothing COnlleetl Marg 407 ©25 Sectio terry 133 OIVErnmene 
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14 ) | 
the Honour of the Magiltrate,and Security of the Publick, than L:- 
berty of Conſcience ; therefore this Severity pleaſeth them, 

Ou. XLIV, Whether the Rebuilding the Imperial City of 
the Nation, be not of great conſequence for the good of th: wholz: 
Nation ; and whether that is probable to be done, When multi- 
tudes of perſons, highly concerned in the Rebuilding of it, are ta- 
k2n off from their endeavours, and from laying out their money, 
by the preſent Proclamation ; many that began to build ſeveral 
Houſes, are reſolved to give over, ([ceing they are not like to en- 
joy them in quetnelſs. 

Qu, XLV, Whether this Severity will not conſequently de- 
troy the waole Trade of the Nation ? For it will not only take off 
the perſons concerned from Trading, but there are many with 
whora they C2al both abroad and at home; ſome their Creditors, 
others their Dzbtors ; ſome 1mployed by them, others ivho imploy 
them: and there will bz a great breach made into the Trade c£ all 
theſe, 

s, XLVI. Whether the Saints ought not to continue the AC. 
femblies of theit Worſhip of God, Without, or againſt the Conſent of 
the Magiftrates ; they being commanded ſo to do, Mar. 28.18,19, 
20, Heb. 10, 25. By an Angel from God, ACt.5.20. It was the Apo- 
12s practice (Who were not rebellious nor ſeditious) Act. 4, 18, 
19,29, 23, & 5,22, 28, And whether the People of God in all 
Ages C1d not ſo? 

Q«. XLVII. Whether it would not be a noble work, becom- 
ir2 the Wiſdom of an Engliſh Parliament, when the Houſe ate to 
conſider the Latter part ot the Kings Speech, 7s reſolve no more to 
Perſecute thur Fellow-Subjells, for Circumſtances in Worſhip, but ra- 
ther to uſe their exdeavour with bus PAajeſty, for an Ait of Indnlgexce, 
axd free Liberty, for all men to Worſhip God according to their Conſci- 
exces; ſo that mens minds may be ſatished, and each contribute 
in their ſeveral places and Rations for the publick good 2? 

Q«. XLVIII. Whether a ſerious Conſideration and thorow 
Debate of theſe Queries, may not procure the Author a Pardos for 
Publiſhing them, and (with the reſt of his Majelties loyal Subjz<&s) 
ws Liberty to worſhip God according to his Conſcience? 
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